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o you look forward to escaping to the places and meeting

the characters so vividly created by Maeve Binchy and

James Herriot in their wonderful books? If so, Patrick

Taylor’s debut novel will thoroughly entertain you as it transports you

to 1960s Northern Ireland, to a charming little village on the outskirts
of nowhere.

Barry Laverty, M.D., can barely find the village of Ballybucklebo on

a map, but after receiving his medical degree, he is excited to get a job

there as an assistant doctor. That is, until he meets Dr. Fingal Flahertie

O’Reilly. The curmudgeonly physician may be the biggest charlatan

Barry has ever met...or the best teacher he could ever hope for.

know all of the village's colorful and endearing residents. Among them:

Through O'Reilly (whose motto is “never let the

patients get the upper hand™), Barry soon gets to

a malingering major and his hypochondriac wife; an unwed servant
girl who refuses to divulge the father of her unborn baby; and a
slightly daft old couple, unable to marry for lack of a roof, all of whom
make every day an education for the new doctor, Ballybucklebo is no
Belfast, but with help from O'Reilly, Barry’s about to find out more
about life—and love—than he ever imagined a rural doctor could.
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